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It is a pleasure to welcome all of you to this hearing of the 
Subcommittee on Involuntary Relocation of the Elderly. 

This is an official hearing of the United States Senate. A 
hearing sf this kind is an important part of the lawmaking process in 
this country. It is one of the ways in which the information and ideas 
that local officials and individual citizens have are made available to 
the Congress. Everything that is said here will be taken down by an 
official reporter and will be considered by the Subcommittee in making 
its report to the Senate. 

During the past year the Special Committee on Aging held an extensive 
series of hearings on the problemsof older people in this country. One 
of these was held in Newark. In our Newark hearing, as well as these 
held in several ather cities, it was brought te the Committee's attention 
that among the most serious preblems of the elderly are these which 
arise from the way they are affected by the changing patterns of land 
use in our cities. 

The Committee found that because of the concentrations of older 
people in the core areas of cities, the number and magnitude of the 
Pregrams that are changing these core areas, and the serious lack of 
information on hew the elderly are actually affected, that a special 
subcommittee should be formed to study this subject intensively. 

This hearing is the third which the Subcommittee is holding to 
gather information on this subject. We began Monday and Tuesday of this 
week in Washington, D.C., by hearing from representatives of federal 
agencies and national organizations. 
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We learned in our initial hearings that the next decade will 
see a vast amount of displacement, We do not have complete estimates of 
the numbers that will be involved, but we heard that urban renewal 
plans may displace as many as a million households by 1970. We were told 
that the interstate highway system is now displacing families at the 
rate of 15,000 per year, but we have no figures on the displacement from 
other kinds of highway projects. Nor, do we know how many will be effected 
by purely local governmental action or by private redevelopment. 

Practically every witness we have heard so far has expressed concern 
one way or another that we do not have more facts on which to base 
relocation policies. We do not know how much displacement will be 
caused. We do not know enough about the special problems that elderly 
people have when they are moved out of their accustomed neighborhoods. 
And we do not know whether we can build housing suitable for elderly 
people as rapidly as it will be needed for relocation. 

In this hearing today we will begin to gather some of the information 
that we need from people who are concerned with this problem in northern 
New Jersey. In New Jersey almost 90 percent of those over 65 live in 
urban areas. We know that about 58 percent of these live in the central 
city areas. Our northern New Jersey cities have ambitious plans for 
revitalizing their core areas. We will want to take every reasonable 
step to assure that our senior citizens share in the benefits of these 
programs rather than being the victims of them. 

The point was made in our first hearing, and I think it is a good 
one, that displacement from blighted areas provides a great opportunity 
to improve the housing and living conditions of our elderly citizens. 

We must not lose these opportunities. I am sure that the witnesses who 
are scheduled to speak today will tell us much that we need to know to 
capitalize on these opportunities to improve our senior citizens housing. 
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